
  
ITALIAN EMBASSY IN BEIRUT 

 

Contacts 

Press Office – Embassy of Italy Beirut  
Tel: +961 (05) 954955  

Fax: +961 (05) 959616  

Press.Beirut@esteri.it 

 

 

Speech of the Ambassador of Italy in Lebanon, 

H.E. Nicoletta Bombardiere, 

on the occasion of the World Week of Italian Cuisine 

Beirut, 14 November 2022 

 
Dear guests, 

It is an honor to welcome you tonight to the launching of the World Week of Italian Cuisine in 

Lebanon. 

Let me start with an historical note. 

Perhaps not many of you know that an Italian, Mr Battista, opened one of the first hotels in Beirut 

in 1849, and the first restaurant in the Country, serving Italian food. A century later, at a time 

when the Italian cuisine started gaining worldwide reputation,   during the golden age of Lebanon, 

Italian food was enjoyed in Beirut, in iconic places such as “Spaghetteria” and “Romano”, at Minet 

el Hosn, or “Bella Napoli”, in Raouchè. 

Since then, food has become another connecting element of historical and cultural ties between 

Italy and Lebanon. Indeed, the distinctive trademark of both Italian and Lebanese cuisines, which 

developed side by side throughout the centuries along the shores of our common Mediterranean 

basin, is their simplicity.  

Simplicity based on natural products of the earth, combined with tradition and creativity at the 

same time. The result is a rich cuisine and yet accessible to everyone. Not a luxury for the few, 

but a way to gather people together in the name of conviviality.  

Food, for us, means also sharing. In this spirit, also this year, we  will be organizing a solidarity 

lunch in collaboration with “Nation Station”, an organization created after the blast to provide 

assistance to people in need in Geitawi. 

Food means also heritage.  With its emphasis on local produce, the Mediterranean diet has been 

inscribed in 2013 on the UNESCO list of intangible cultural heritage of humanity.  

Speaking about food, in our times, we cannot refrain from addressing the issue of food 

insecurity, which has become even more urgent in the current geopolitical challenging scenario.  

This was the core topic of the first Mediterranean Ministerial Dialogue on the Food Security 

Crisis, organized last June in Rome, where together with partners from the Mediterranean shores 

it was discussed the need for a comprehensive strategy to mitigate the disruption of trade routes 

provoked by the Russian aggression on Ukraine.
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Lebanon has the highest proportion of cultivable land, per capita, in the Arab world. To help it 

unlock its full potential, the Italian Cooperation is funding many projects, , aimed at 

strengthening Lebanese farmers’ production in high value-added sectors, such as, for 

instance, olive oil.  

However, efficiency and productivity are not lasting, if environmental sustainability is not 

taken into account as well.  

Resources are not infinite. 

Land consumption and land degradation affect the economic prospects of future generations, and 

so do water mismanagement and pollution. Italy recalls its longstanding commitment in this sector, 

also by supporting the functioning of public services   infrastructures.  

Distinguished guests, 

With a food export reaching 52 billion euro in 2021 (around 10% of the total), Italy is surely 

well positioned to disseminate agroindustrial know-how and innovation. The Italian model of 

“agriturismo” is spreading around Lebanon. These holiday farms can create a significant added 

value for communities, as they favor the reclamation of abandoned lands by farmers, they protect 

ancient traditions, and they promote a sustainable way of tourism, where culture, nature, and 

history meet together under the banners of quality food.  

And this brings me to the last point. Allow me to conclude by recalling Rome’s candidacy to host 

EXPO2030. The regeneration of territories, the drive for innovation and for inclusion are indeed 

at the cornerstone of Italy’s bid. Throughout history, Rome has shown its ability to build on its 

past while evolving into the future, as a Mediterranean Capital with a diversified cultural, social 

and human fabric. 

Without further ado, I welcome you once again to the opening of the Italian Cuisine Week, which 

I will leave to the Director of the Italian Trade Agency, Claudio Pasqualucci, to present in more 

details.  

Thanks for being here with us tonight and buon appetito! 


